were ratepayers more alive to their own interests, educational and sanitary, it is conceivable they would demand, en masse, that a definite proportion of the huge sum they annually contribute for educational purposes should be used to inculcate a practical knowledge of health laws." WORKHOUSE NURSES.
The problem, how to provide proper nursing for the sick in workhouses has much altered its point of view since the issue of the order of the Local Government Board by which the employment of paupers as nurses was put a stop to. The difficulty now is to get the nurses; for the nursing of paupers is not an altogether attractive occupation, and requires, if it is to be well done, a motive which has but little relation to the earning of a comfortable living. In the report of the Local Government Board, which has just been issued, Mr The Influence of Fashion on Medicine," Dr. Carr briefly reviewed the various methods of treating fevers which had found more or less temporary favour during the progress of the present oentury, from the excessive use of venesection, the cuppings and blistering, and lowering treatment in vogue in its early years, to the adoption of the opposite extreme, when enormous quantities of alcohol were freely administered to fever patients, and thence to the reaction of which the establishment of temperance hospitals might be regarded as the outward and visible sign. Then came the fashion of reducing temperature by the outward application of cold, or by powerful drugs, such as antipyrin, while at present animal extracts and anti-toxins were in the ascendant?all methods useful in their places, if not pushed into excess and so brought into discredit. The lesson to be learnt was the need for the cultivation of a more judicial spirit, a greater steadfastness; not adopting some new drug or method one year and entirely discarding'it the next, but seeking the good in every system of treatment, avoiding on the one hand the danger of pushing it to excess, and on the other of ignoring it altogether. It was to be feared that there was a danger of overdoing the use of specifics, and while rejoing in the powerful effect of such drugs as salicylate of soda in rheumatism, or colchicum in gout, it was to be remembered that the ideal in medicine must ever be to discover the causes of disease, and by removing them prevent the recurrence of the disorder, as had been successfully done in the case of typhus, rather than find specifics which would act in merely temporary alleviation. The most successful physician was he who could influence individual men and women to heed the laws of health.
Dr. Carr went on to speak of the revolution which had taken place in nursing during the present century, of the danger of a reaction, and of the fear that, with the enormous increase in the number of trained nurses, there would come a falling off in quality. This was more the case with the private nurses than with those who worked amid the greater restrictions of hospital life, but it waa with fear and trembling now that a medical man sent for an unknown private nurse.
Dr. Carr was sarcastic at the expense of those nurses who "thought more highly of themselves than they ought to think," and expressed a fear lest it should become the fashion amongst the middle classes to leave the nursing of the sick entirely in the hands of strangers, not merely in such cases as typhoid or pneumonia, which demanded skilled nursing, but in minor ailments. Dr. Carr concluded his lecture by considering the present position of medical women, asking, Were they destined to take a permanent place in medicine, or was the movement to be a mere passirig fashion 1 The question might seem superfluous in face of the rapid progress now being made; but the perils of prosperity were sometimes more to be feared than those of adversity, and if the ease with which women could now enter the profession led to the admission of those wno were unsuitable a reaction might follow which would seriously retard the movement. He therefore urged upon the students to consider the responsibility which rested upon each one of them.
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